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Dear Steve,  

The Florida Sheriffs Association is getting ready to wrap up efforts during the 
legislative session this month. The 2012 session was full of several bills that 
affected Florida Sheriffs and other law enforcement. You can read more 
about one of the bills we were tracking this year, secondary metal recyclers, 
in this month's Capitol Update. We would 
like to thank everyone who helped FSA 
in our efforts to reach legislators and 
other key influentials. Florida has an 
amazing group of Sheriffs and Deputies 
who put their lives on the line everyday. 
One such story of bravery is featured this 

month; Deputy Steve Hough was shot three times, once in 
his face, while attempting to arrest a violent offender. This 
month you will also get to meet FSA Jail Services 
Coordinator Isaiah Dennard and learn more about the FSA 
scholarship program. We thank you for your continued support and welcome your feedback! 
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Deputy Steve Hough recovering 
well after suffering multiple gun 
shot wounds 
During a cold afternoon last December, Okaloosa 
County Sheriff's Deputy Steve Hough along with 
seven other officers -  including some from the U.S. 
Marshals Services - arrived at the home of David 
Lewis to arrest this violent offender. After hiding out 
for most of the morning, Lewis burst through his front 
door with guns drawn and opened fire on the officers. 
It was at this point that the life of Deputy Hough would 
change forever. He felt a strong blow to the face that 
mimicked a punch, but after seeing blood he knew 
that it was not a punch, and that he had just been shot. His training took over and he began to 
concentrate on his breathing. He was able to talk and continue to move around, which gave 
him the confidence to know that everything would be OK. Other officers came to his assistance 
and got him to the nearest hospital. It was there doctors realized he had also been shot twice 
in the leg. After multiple surgeries (and with more surgeries to come) Deputy Hough is doing 
well and is in very good spirits. This shooting has put things into perspective for Deputy Hough 
and changed his priorities a bit. With at least six months left before he can report back to work, 
Deputy Hough is enjoying spending time with his wife and 17-month old son. Deputy Hough is 
also taking classes online to prepare himself up for a second career in computer science after 
he retires from the Sheriff's Office. Read more about Deputy Hough and his recovery >>> 

 
FSA People in Focus 

Every day, Florida's Sheriffs and their deputies arrest those 
who break the law, and some go to jail. Once in jail, however, 
there are a number of regulations, procedures and polices that 
must be followed in accordance with the Florida Model Jail 
Standards. The man who works closely with Sheriffs to make 
sure these standards are being upheld is Isaiah Dennard, 
Florida Sheriffs Association's Jail Services Coordinator. Isaiah 
was selected for this position in May of last year from a highly 
qualified pool of candidates. As Jail Services Coordinator, 
Isaiah is responsible for serving as a contact for corrections 
and jail operations issues; reviewing and researching current 
and future policies and procedures; providing jail legislative 

consultation; planning and coordinating jail conferences and training; and performing jail 
inspections and audits of operations.   
  
Steve Casey, executive director of the Florida Sheriffs Association, said, "FSA is thrilled to 
have such an innovative, creative, and smart-working individual like Isaiah as part of our staff." 
Isaiah recently received the honor of representing Florida on the National Institute of 
Corrections' Chief Jail Inspector Forum. Isaiah joined FSA after 25+ years with the Orange 
County Corrections Department where he received countless awards and recognitions, 
including being named the 2009 Assessor of the Year by the Florida Corrections Accreditation 
Commission.   
  
When not coordinating jail related services at FSA, Isaiah enjoys keeping up with everything 
happening in the sports world and is quite the history buff as well. The two most important 
things in Isaiah's life are his faith and his family, he says.  
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Rape victim pushes for life sentences 
without parole 
The Florida Sheriffs Association opposes any legislation that 
seeks to reduce the sentences of criminal offenders. The 
Sheriffs firmly believe that these offenders should be held 
accountable for their actions and victims should not have to 
relive the terror. The crime of rape is one of great emotion but 
to the court system it is considered assault. Rape victims would 
tell you that this heinous crime should be considered homicide 
as a part of them dies. Donna Carbone's daughter Jessica was 
one such victim after an intruder broke in and kidnapped her, 
brutally beating and raping her multiple times before leaving 
her back at her apartment. You can read her story here. The 
Carbone Family has expressed their gratitude to the Palm 
Beach County Sheriff's Office for their swift actions and 
compassion during this horrific experience. Donna and Jessica 
are now working to give victims a place to voice their thoughts, 
fears and pains with others through their website 
feelnoshame.org. They also hope to convince society that 
those who commit rape should be brought to justice and not be 
given leeway in their sentencing. Florida Sheriffs are committed to keeping violent criminals 
behind bars to serve out their original sentences. 

  

Florida Sheriffs Association 
awards  scholarships 
The Florida Sheriffs Association supports 
Florida's youth through a variety of programs, 
including the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches 
and the Teen Driver Challenge. FSA also 
supports youth who have taken an interest in 
pursing a career in law enforcement by offering 
ten $1,000 scholarships to worthy students each 
year. In 1993, FSA established a scholarship 
program to provide assistance to students who 
are studying law enforcement, corrections or 
criminal justice. Out of the ten scholarships 
awarded each year, one goes to a deserving 
Youth Rancher, two are awarded to students 
participating in the Sheriff's Explorers' program and the remaining seven are awarded to 
children of full-time Florida Sheriffs' Office employees. These students are our future as many 
of them will enter the law enforcement and criminal justice professions. 
 
Last year, recipient's studies included everything from public communication to forensic 
sciences and even terrorism studies within homeland security. "FSA is pleased to continue its 
long-standing tradition of supporting the education of youth interested in law enforcement with 
the awarding of these scholarships." said FSA Executive Director Steve Casey. "It is through 
these scholarships that FSA can help students develop into better educated and more 
productive members of society, helping keep our state safe." 

 

St. Johns Sheriff David Shoar presents 
scholarship to Amanda VanDemark with 
parents Scott and Patricia VanDemark. 
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Capitol Update: Time to put 
metal thieves behind bars   
Thefts of non-ferrous metals, including copper, 
brass and aluminum have increased 
dramatically throughout Florida. The metals are 
generally converted to cash by the thieves 
through sales to secondary metals recyclers. A 
central electronic database allows a 
comprehensive search of all transactions in the 
chosen geographic area. It is critical to law 
enforcement for all affected businesses in both 
unincorporated and incorporated areas to 
submit data on these materials. The current 
laws are not clear on whether affected 

businesses within incorporated areas are required to report this information. Florida's Sheriffs 
support uniform record keeping and reporting requirements for pawnbrokers, secondhand 
dealers and secondary metals recyclers.    

Unlike pawnbrokers and secondhand dealers, secondary metals recyclers presently are not 
required to transmit records of the business transactions on their premises to law enforcement 
authorities at a central electronic database. Consistent record keeping and reporting will assist 
law enforcement in identifying suspicious transactions and persons involved in frequent 
transactions of non-ferrous metals and providing alerts to the activities of suspects in illegal 
activities. The Sheriffs Office is most often the law enforcement agency responsible for 
maintaining the central database and uploading the data into the larger regional system. By 
utilizing a central electronic database, where secondary metal recyclers report all regulated 
metals transactions to the appropriate law enforcement official, illegal activity will be reduced.   

Stay up to date with the latest news and updates on bills and legislation being tracked by FSA 
through our online Legislative Tracker or Facebook and Twitter pages. There you can find out 
the status of bills like HB 667, which would increase penalties for those who unlawfully kill a 
human being in an attempt to evade law enforcement. 

 

Sarasota Sheriff Tom Knight testifying in 
support of secondary metals bill. 

 
 

We at FSA would like to thank you for your continued support. It is because of our members that 
we are able to provide programs and support to our Sheriffs who help keep the citizens of 
Florida safe. If you know of someone interested in becoming a member please share this 
newsletter with them, or have them visit our website, flsheriffs.org, for more information about 
FSA and the programs we offer.  

  
Sincerely, 
 

Steve Casey 
  
Executive Director  
Florida Sheriffs Association   
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